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 Cosmic Encounter  May 2 

Here's a new fan-designed alien to discuss, designed by Peter's granddaughter Tess: 

 

WHIRLIGIG 

Mixes Two Hands 

 

*You have the power to Swirl.* As a main player, during the planning phase, you */may use/* this power 

to mix the two main players’ hands. Both players put their hands facedown on the table, and you mix 

them together. Once the hands are mixed, you choose how they will be returned: 

EVEN STEVEN: Both players get an equal number of cards. (If there is an odd number, you get the extra 

card.) 

AS IS: Each player gets the exact number of cards they originally had. 

SWITCHEROO: Each player gets the number of cards the other player originally had. 

 

Once you decide, the other main player takes his or her number of cards at random from the mixed 

hands. You take the rest. 

(Main Player Only) (Optional) (Planning) 

 

History: A powerful species, the Whirligigs went from planet to planet mixing stuff up. Sometimes they 

replaced it with junk, sometimes with something helpful; and sometimes something bad would appear. 

There was a lot of uncertainty of what might happen when the Whirligigs came to call. 

 

WILD: As a main player, during the planning phase, you may take one card at random from your 

opponent and mix it with one card of your own. Your opponent chooses which card to take back. 

(Main Player Only) (Planning) 

 

SUPER: When using your power, you may take the other player's cards and mix them with your hand 

while looking at them, then return them in one of the three ways. 

(Main Player Only) (Planning) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/cosmicencounter?ref=stream&hc_location=timeline
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=517029621667880&set=a.186884374682408.33469.132086933495486&type=1
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People Who Like This 
 
Gregory Metzger, Jefferson Krogh, Sarah Ryan and 17 others like this. 

  Sarah Ryan 

  Joseph Nally 

  Gregory Metzger 

  Jefferson Krogh 

  Felicia Cano 

  Chuck Feist 

  Martin Snow 

  Paul Kittredge 

  Maxwell Holle 

  George Fisher 

  Dawn Olson 

  Jay Little 

  Robert Stone 

  Marvin Schwabe 

  Clark D. Rodeffer 
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  Steeve Léonard 

  Claes Marquard Enkegaard 

  Anne Bobchick 

  Joost Van Opdorp 

Discussion 

  

David Montgomery At first this seems like the Oracle wild, but I like that you can make a determination as to how the 
hands go back to the players. It might be a little too good to have all 3 options, but I'm not sure. 

May 2 at 8:26pm · Like 

  

David Gaudet whirligig is also the name of a pokemon, don't ask how I know that 

May 2 at 8:29pm · Like · 1 

  

Peter Olotka In testing, the 3 options are what make it interesting, because you have so many variables interacting with 
the desire to get or get rid of certain cards vs the desire to manage your hand size and/or your opponents hand size. 

May 2 at 8:40pm · Like · 2 

  

Allen Varney In the Wild description, clarify that the other player chooses his or her card at random. 

May 2 at 8:48pm · Like 

  

Sam Connolly Isn't the Wild just the Wild Trader except that 50% of the time it just fails and does nothing? 

May 2 at 9:53pm · Like 
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  

Cosmic Encounter Suggestion? 

May 2 at 9:57pm via mobile · Like 

  

Christopher Aurel Oliveira This alien is the very definition of randomness. 

May 2 at 11:41pm · Like 

  

David Montgomery Just a random idea for the wild. You draw 2 random cards from your opponent, add 1 of your own, 
mix them up, and your opponent gets 1 random card, you get the other 2. 

May 3 at 4:48am · Like 

  

Barak Dickman In the Super - When you "return them in one of the three ways", do you choose which cards to give? 

May 3 at 5:43am · Like 

  

Jonathan Wolf what if the wild was something more CRAZY like "any time a card falls off the table and lands face-up, you 
may add that card to your hand" 

May 3 at 2:07pm · Like 

  

Cosmic Encounter That would make the KLUTZ happy 

May 3 at 5:42pm · Like · 1 

  

Jack Reda I mentioned on the other page that I think it can stand some clarifications about cards with the Reward back 
art. Normally, selecting cards at random does not preclude a player from picking Reward cards, and I would be inclined to 
stay with that on this alien, provided that Rift cards are activated when players take back their hands. I know this lets a 
player screw the Whirligig when he or she had Rifts in their hand when the power was activated, and I'm pretty okay with 
that (since most of the time Whirligig is doing the screwing). The real question is, if player A has 2 Rifts, and the hands get 
mixed, and both player A and Whirligig take their new hands, and have a Rift in each, do they both activate? I vote YES! 
They are "taking" the cards at this point, and that's all a Rift cares about. Plus, it's deliciously Cosmic, isn't it? And that also 

https://www.facebook.com/cosmicencounter
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means if Player A picks up both Rifts in the above scenario, they both activate when he/she picks up the hand, despite 
originally holding the Rifts. 

May 3 at 8:06pm · Like · 1 

  

Peter Olotka The Cosmic AAAIIIIEEEEEEeeeeeeeee 

May 4 at 4:14pm · Like 

  

Bill Martinson I wouldn't recommend saying anything specific about Rifts on this alien. It's my understanding that FFG 
wants to avoid making explicit reference to expansion components in game text. Also, there are already other cards and 
aliens that need more clarity around Rifts, so this issue already needs to be addressed in the next FAQ update anyway. Rifts 
are just unclear in general. 

May 5 at 8:28am · Like 

  

Peter Olotka We are on a 10 day road trip to Georgia and back to visit with Greg and Betsey, I'll mostly be in touch from 
the iphone. And Bill E is in Arizona visiting his mother for a week or so. 

May 11 at 5:05pm · Like 

  

Peter Olotka Lets put the Whiligig into Beta. Do we have a next alien to consider? I'd like to see if we can do one alien 
every week to ten days for a while so we don't get too far behind. If we need more aliens for consideration, we can do a 
blue sky brainstorming...See More 

Wednesday at 9:02am · Like 

  

George Fisher Super like this!!! Girl is a natural!    

Wednesday at 9:15am · Like 
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